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Field and Soil Sampling a Big Deal for 2009

Field trials conducted by Kelsey Conservation District in partnership with the University of Manitoba
have concluded for 2009. The goal of the study was to match the soil nitrogen supplyto spatial and
temporal variations in crop demand while maintaining crop yields. The ramped calibration strips also
provided a mid-season visual of optimal nitrogen rates. The field trials allowed both a visual and
actual comparison of various nitrogen fertilizer rates, and showed whatrate was best suited for a
particular field. During the growing season field tours with local producers were conducted looking at
crop responses to the various nitrogen application rates.

Each strip was hand harvested and analyzed for
yield and protein levels. Some of the 10 strips
responded as would be expected; there were
higher yields and protein levels when nitrogen
was increased. Other strips showed no response
to increasedfertilizer ratesdueto high residualto increasedfertilizer ratesdueto high residual
nitrogen in the soil. It was concluded soil
testing annually can save producer dollars.
Soil testing can provide valuable information to
producers. Knowing what residual nitrogen is
in the soil allows for calculating the desired
rates to achieve a target yield and potentially
saving money to the producer.

Each plot was hand
harvested and analyzed
for yield and protein

During the growing season field tours
were conducted looking at crop
response to various nitrogen
application rates

Kelsey Conservation District’s soil testing program was very popular this fall. Over 100 agricultural fields
were sampled and sent to a laboratory in Saskatoon for analysis. Soil sampling allows farmers to determine
how much residual fertilizer is left in the soil after a crop has been harvested. As a crop grows it takes
nutrients from the soil; these nutrients have to be replaced by the farmer inthe form of fertilizer.
Determining how much is left in the field will dictate what is required to produce a crop next year. The
results from a soil test will help to ensure that over and/or under fertilization does not occur. The potential
exists that if over fertilization happens then those nutrients that are notused by the crop could potentially
enter into surface water, having a negative impact on aquatic ecosystems. Kelsey Conservation District’s
soil test program offers sampling and provides half the cost of lab fees. If any producer missed the fall
testing program and would like to have their fields tested in the springthey should contact the District
office.
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Now Accepting  
PFRA Tree 

Applications

Now is the time to get your
application in to PFRA for
spring tree planting. The
deadline is the end of
March. The sooner your
application is submitted the
better your chance is to get
thespeciesthatyou request.

The Pas potato pickers

Cranberry Portage potato pickers

Annual Spud Production a 
Great Success   

The fall of 2009 saw the District’s
three youth gardens produce a
bumper crop of potatoes. The
District’s potato production
expanded to three gardens this
year from the previously existing
garden in The Valley north to
Wanless and Cranberry Portage.
Over 100 rows of spuds were
harvested by local youth. These
were rows that the same students
planted in the spring.

A very special thanks goes out to
Peter Vandenbogerd of Pete’s thespeciesthatyou request.

In order to qualify for the
program the landowner
must have greater than 2
hectors (or 5 acres) of land.
Kelsey Conservation
District has a tree planter
and a plastic mulch
applicator available at no
cost to RM of Kelsey
residents and pending
demand and availability.

Wanless potato pickers

Kelsey Conservation District staff
serving up freshly dug, cut and
cooked fries, in one of the youth
gardens

Peter Vandenbogerd of Pete’s
Potatoes for donating all the seed
potatoes for the gardens. At two
of the three gardens Kelsey
Conservation District staff cut
and cooked fries right in the
gardens and all the kids had a
feast of fresh potato fries and
ketchup.

This program gives kids an idea
of where food comes from and a
small introduction into
agriculture. The majority of the
kids have never been to a garden
and for them to grow their own
potatoes is a fun and exceptional
opportunity.

Applying plastic eliminates the
need for weeding and gives the
trees a head start



Home Composters

The District continues to offer to RM
residents Home Composters for $40.00
while stock remains. This is below cost
and a great way to manage kitchen and
garden waste. These units are big
enough to handle the organic waste
generated from an average household.
There is no smell and the end product is
a great addition to your garden or
flowerbeds.

Ten Year Plaques

Two District Board members received ten year
plaques in November. Both Kathy Joyal and Dave
Cupples have served on the Board since the District
was formed in 1999. The contributions that they
have made to the Conservation District over the years
have beensignificant. Dave Cupples serves on the
Board representing Cranberry Portage and Kathy
JoyalservesrepresentingRall’s Island.

Kathy Joyal Dave Cupples

JoyalservesrepresentingRall’s Island.

Kelsey Conservation is
one of 18 conservation
districts (CD) in
Manitoba. 85% of
Municipal Manitoba is
covered by a CD. Within
the next two years it is
expected that there will
be 21 CD’s and all of
Municipal Manitoba will
be covered by a CD.
CD’s in the province
provide technical and
financial assistance to
residents in the planning
and delivery of
watershed programming.

Conservation District 
Program Expanding

Current map showing 
existing Conservation 
District Boundaries 

Tree Swallow Boxes

The District has Tree Swallow bird
boxes for $5 a box. These boxes were
put together by grade four students
from Kelsey, Opasquia, Joe A. Ross
and Cranberry Portage schools. The
boxes are designed for Tree Swallows
but depending on the habitat that they
are put up in you can expect them to
be occupied by Chickadees or other
cavity nesting birds.



Multi use Trail in 
Cranberry Portage

Local hiking and skiing enthusiast Gary Wickens of
Cranberry Portage has been working for several years to
expand and maintain a network of ski and hiking trails
around Cranberry Portage. These trails encompass a
variety of habitats ranging from Canadian shield
outcrops, boreal and mixed forest and aquatic
ecosystems. This network of trails can be used year
round; in the winter the trails are groomed for cross
country skiing. Along the way you will see evidence of
the creatures that live in the area: moose, bear, beaver,
fox, coyotes, rabbits and a host of smaller wildlife.
Kelsey Conservation District is developing signage and
promotion of this unique feature to Cranberry Portage. So
far this winter we have had very little snow but when it
does arrive Gary will be busy grooming the trails.
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Winter Livestock Tour
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Winter Livestock Tour

Kelsey Conservation District and
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural
Initiatives are excited about hosting a
winter livestock tour. The focus of the
tour will be winter feeding and winter
watering. If you have a request or an
issue you would like to see included on
a future tour please give us a call.

WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU
The Kelsey Conservation District Board is constantly evolving to meetthe needs of the residents within
the District on issues that relate to the watershed. If you have any thoughts or ideas for programs they
would be welcomed. The Board meets monthly and all meetings are open to the public. Please contact the
office if you would like to know when the next regular Board meeting will be held.

Kelsey Conservation District
PO Box 1860 The Pas, MB R9A 1L5

Ph.: (204) 623-3353 / Fax: (204) 623-4474
Email: kelsycd@mts.net

�������� ������!�
��
�
�����"���
��������


