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With a new winter watering system using the Rural 
Water pipeline the Koshel’s can rest easy that their 
160 head of cattle will have a reliable source of water 
year round. The benefits of this system are many 
states Walter Koshel, our cattle are getting clean water 
year round, and the threat of losing livestock by 
drowning on the Carrot River is greatly reduced. In 
addition to creating a healthier herd the environment 
will also benefit and this is where Kelsey 
Conservation District has an interest. Koshel states, 
“without the help of the District this project would 
never have been completed, I’m very appreciative to 
the District Board”.   

Using a directional bore the water line was run under 
the Carrot River and 500 meters into the pasture. The 
new water system allows Koshel to bale graze in 
locations that were not an option before. Enough bales 
are put out for a month with the livestock using on 
average 4.5 bales per day. Using this method, Koshel 
estimates that there is 8 to 10% wastage of hay and 
adds that not having to feed every day for a month 
more than compensates for that loss.  

Another cost saving advantage of bale grazing is 
the savings on manure management. The bales 
are spaced 10 to 15 meters apart allowing 
livestock to access from all sides. Over the 
course of the winter this is spread over a large 
area with the livestock depositing their own 
manure and applying fertilizer at the same time 
at no cost. This method ensures that there is 
never a build up of manure at the watering site 
and the cattle are exercised by walking to water.  



       
       
       
       
       

               

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
               

PROGRAMS TO BE OFFERED IN 
2009 / 2010 

 
Each year the District Board strives to 
come up with innovative programs that 
will have the greatest positive impact on 
the watershed and be of benefit to those 
that live within the RM of Kelsey. In the 
coming year we will be continuing with 
programs that have proven to be effective 
and will be introducing several new 
initiatives. Listed below are some of the 
programs that all residents of the RM are 
entitled to apply for. 
 

·  Pasture Pipeline Plow  
·  Livestock Fencing 
·  Livestock Watering 
·  Abandoned Well Sealing 
·  Riparian Rehabilitation  
·  Well Disinfections 
·  Forage Sampling 
·  Salinity Barrier   
·  Field Soil Sampling 
·  Swath Grazing 
·  Bale Grazing 
·  Rotational Winter Feeding 
·  Burdock Control 
·  Tree Planting 
·  Native Grass Planting 
·  Duck Nest Boxes 
·  Tree Swallow Boxes 
·  Bat Boxes  
·  Interpretative Trail Development 
·  School Programs 
·  Grassed Buffer Strips 

 
If you are interested in finding out what 
the cost share is to take advantage of the 
listed programs please contact your 
Kelsey Conservation District Office. The 
cost share for District programs ranges 
from no cost, to the District covering 
75% of the total cost of a project. 
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Spud Production in 
Wanless and Cranberry 

Portage 

Just before freeze-up last fall 40 yards of topsoil was 
trucked to Wanless from The Pas and dumped into 
the community’s outdoor hockey rink. The hockey 
rink will now be serving double time as a Youth 
Garden during the summer. In the Spring District 
staff will roundup as many of Wanless’s youth as 
possible and attempt to give them green thumbs. 
Planned for the garden are potatoes, beans and peas. 
When the spuds are harvested in the fall we will 
convert them into fries and reward all who 
contributed with a feast. 
 

A similar plot is 
scheduled for 
Cranberry Portage 
and will be established 
at the elementary 
school after spring 
thaw.  If it’s a good 
crop we will have a 
French fry feast as 
well.   

These two new locations will bring the total youth 
gardens within the District to three. There has been 
one in production for several years in The Valley 
just west of The Pas. 
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Home Composters 
 
The District is offering to RM 
residents Home Composters for 
$40.00. This is below cost and a 
great way to deal with kitchen and 
garden waste. These units are big 
enough to handle the organic waste 
generated from an average 
household. There is no smell and the 
end product is a great addition to 
your garden or flowerbeds. 
 

During January and February Kelsey Conservation District 
had the opportunity to bring in several guest speakers that 
presented on tree planting, phosphorus fertilizer application, 
livestock watering and the feeding of minerals to livestock. 
All of these seminars were well attended and the District plans 
to continue to bring in outside specialists for presentations.   

How to Prune Landscape Trees 
“ Proper Tree Pruning Seminar” 

Thursday, April 23, 2009 
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

 
Carrot Valley Community Club 
Come and learn how to properly prune small and big trees 
Spring is Pruning season! 

·  Instructor: Ken Fosty of Manitoba Forestry 
Association 

·  Step by step hands on demonstrations 
·  Learn when, why & how to prune ornamental trees 
·  Proper timing, techniques & pruning cuts 

 
Registration: Free! 

Snacks & Refreshments Included 
Please Pre-Register by Calling 
Kelsey Conservation District 

623-3353 
kelseycd@mts.net 

 

On February 3rd Ken Fosty of the 
Manitoba Forestry Association 
gave a tree planting information 
seminar demonstrations some do’s 
and don’ts and where landowners 
can get free trees for their 
properties.     

On February 18th Dr. Don Flaten 
from the University of Manitoba 
presented on the applications of 
phosphorus in relation to 
agricultural. Carl Dreidger from 
Sun Dog Solar presented on 
various summer and winter 
watering systems for livestock.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kelsey Conservation District  
Pit Roast 

Carrot Valley Community Club 

We had a corn boil on an 
outdoor double burner 
stove.  

Highlights from the 2008 Summer Tour and Pit Roast 

On August 9th Kelsey Conservation District hosted its 5th annual Pit 
Roast and Tour.  Pit roasting involves digging a hole 6 feet deep and 8 
feet long. A fire is lit in the pit and 5 – 6 truckloads of wood burnt to 
generate 4 feet of coals. After the fire has burnt for 8 hours and the bed of 
coals established the meat is put into the pit. In previous years we have 
cooked whole hogs, turkeys and buffalo. This year saw something new 
added to the menu, venison. A whole fallow deer along with a hog and 4 
turkeys were cooked in the pit. After the meat is added to the pit it is 
covered with over 2 feet of dirt. Twenty hours after the meat was put into 
the pit it was dug up.  The heat from the coals and the covering of earth 
over the meat always provides excellent eating with a unique taste and 
this year was no exception. There was no shortage of helpers yielding 
shovels to uncover supper, unwrap and serve a very unique meal that fed 
over 100 people.  

This year’s tour was stepped up a notch by adding a river 
tour. A flotilla of boats of various descriptions toured on 
the Carrot River.  The tour focused some of the projects 
that Kelsey Conservation District has been involved in 
over the past few years. Solar watering and exclusion 
fencing for livestock was featured. In addition to this 
participants of the tour were shown some of the 
conservation issues that the District is dealing with and 
developing programs around. After the float on the Carrot 
the tour continued by road to the Districts tree plot and to 
a local bee apiary operated by the Perchaluck’s.     

The tour stopped at the District tree 
plot that was established in 2002 

The final stop was to one of Perchaluk’s apiary’s. 


